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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD VIA ZOOM, ON MONDAY 

4th JANUARY 2021 AT 7PM. 
 
 
Present: Councillor J Dabell (Town Mayor) 

Councillor A Peacock (Deputy Town Mayor) 
Councillors Amos, J Belsey, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Duly, Mrs 
Farren, Favor, Mrs Mainstone, Matthews, Mrs Mockford Ody, 
Osborne, Scott*, Sweatman, Visser, Whittaker and Woodgate. 
 

 
Others present:  Town Clerk, 1 Member of the Public and representatives of the 

youth sports grants   
 

 
The Town Mayor welcomed all to the meeting  
 

43 PUBLIC QUESTIONS  
 

 There were no questions therefore the Chairman moved along to the substantive 
agenda.    

 
 
44 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Cllr Tony Scott Caught in traffic on M25  

 
RESOLVED:   to accept the above apologies for absence   
 
 

45 TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes of the meeting of 5th October for 
accuracy and that the Town Mayor sign them at the next opportunity.    

 
 
46 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST    
 

There were no new declarations 
 
 

47 TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The Town Mayor’s activities had been circulated which were noted.  He highlighted 
the remembrance wreath laying, that he was honoured to have attended Ron 
Woolley’s funeral, inspired by the Greenway foundation on Christmas Eve and 
delighted to have visited Effie on her 100th birthday this past weekend (to pass a card 
via the window).  He then introduced the members from the sports clubs who had 
been awarded grants of between £450 and £500 each, they outlined their current 
challenges and thanked the Council for the support.  The Town Mayor advised that a 
photocall presenting the cheques would be arranged.  
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Mayor’s engagements   
November 

6 SSALC Chairs Networking Forum 

8 Remembrance Sunday 

9 Ron Woolley funeral 

11 Wreath laying High Street 

December 

24 The Greenaway Foundation 
 
 

48 TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL 
MAY DESIRE TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 
 The Leader said that there was little he wanted to highlight this period other than the 

good news that the vaccine roll out would start very soon and that the Council’s 
Meridian Hall was to be the initial centre.  Hopefully this is the beginning of the end of 
the pandemic.      

 
 
49 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING 
 
 There was none 
 
 
50 PRINCIPAL COUNCIL UPDATE  -  WEST SUSSEX CC 
 
 Emily King Director of Communities gave an update on her varied portfolio which 

includes Libraries, crime and disorder, gypsy and travellers, registrars and coroners, 
growth work (including the infrastructure for the Burgess Hill developments), 
partnerships and this year the Covid response.   

 
 Some of the work undertaken currently includes; 

• welfare checks on lorry drivers at Newhaven awaiting travel to the continent 
(awaiting covid test results to allow travel),       

• support for the education department as the tiers change rules for the schools 
• outbound contact calls for the elderly or isolated during lockdown  
• registration of deaths being taken over the phone but a pause on registration of 

births.  
• Libraries continuing the click and collect scheme  
• Library public computers are currently not available to the public  
• Supermarket vouchers being issued to families who would otherwise have free 

school meals.   
• Working with Age UK and CAB to support their work  
• Funding to Sussex Community Foundation for support of community groups 

responding to the lockdown.  
 
She thanked the Council and all the community groups who had really stepped up 
and helped so many in the community this year,  however she was expecting the 
nest 3-4 months to remain challenging.      
  

 Questions followed:  what cuts would have to be made to pay for the extra costs in 
response to the pandemic?   
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 As most of the covid response was new government money, very little additional was 
needed to support the work. The Council are however looking at a raft of measures 
as the budget work for 2021/22 is completed across all services.  In Emily’s own 
directorate there were some job vacancies that have been able to be given up to 
help make savings . 

 
 The Deputy Town Mayor gave a vote of thanks and the Council showed their 

appreciation in the usual manner.     
 
 
51 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEES  

 
 Cllr Visser Proposed the Planning Minutes, thanking his committee for all of their 

work this year.  
 

Cllr Mrs Mockford proposed the Minutes of the Public Services Committee, thanking 
her committee for their participation.   
 
Cllr Mrs Farren proposed her minutes, thanking Ms Jones and those involved with 
the burials as this has been particularly difficult with juggling restricted rules and the 
needs of the bereaved.     

 
 Cllr Sweatman proposed the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Meeting.  
 
 The Town Mayor thanked all the staff who have worked very hard despite 

challenging times this year.   
 
 RESOLVED:   To accept the minutes and decisions therein of the below meetings: 
 

(a) Planning 07/10/2020 86-91 152-160 
(b) Planning 26/10/2020 92-98 161-167 
(c) Planning 16/11/2020 99-106 168-175 
(d) Public Services 03/12/2020 107-110 176-187 
(e) Planning 07/12/2020 111-118 188-196 
(f) Amenities & Tourism 10/12/2020 119-122 197-211 
(g) Finance & General Purposes 17/12/2020 123-127 212-228 

 
 
52 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS: 
 
 RESOLVED: To authorise the seal of the exclusive rights of burial deeds:  2209, 

2210 and 2211.     
 
 
53 TO APPROVE THE DATES OF THE COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2021/22 
      

RESOLVED:  to approve the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee  on 17th December, with the following dates;      
 
Annual Council - 10th May 2021 
Special Council (for accounts) 17th June 2021 
5th July 2021 
4th October 2021 
10th January 2022 
31st January 2022 
4th April 2022 
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54 TO APPOINT A SECOND VOTER TO THE WSALC  AGM 
 

 Resolved:  Mrs Mockford was appointed to be a voting member for East 
Grinstead Town Council, along with Cllr Whittaker at the AGM or any EGM for 
WSALC.  

 
 
55 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS  
 
 It was asked as to whether 9E meant that we would be able to restrict entry to 2 

press at meetings and clarified that no as many press could attend as wished, but 
the council was obligated to provide reasonable facilities such as a table for no more 
than 2.  This was a reasonable restriction due to the amount of room in the council 
chamber.  

 
 It was suggested that 9E and 9F be removed from the standing orders as 9F gave 

power to a non-elected officer.  The Clerk confirmed her role on motions was to 
ensure that they are legal and appropriately worded, 9F ensures the process for that.  

 
  

The meeting was closed at 8.00pm. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED: 
 
TOWN MAYOR 


